Oral Cavity X – Word Puzzle Answer Key

Alveolus Boney socket in which teeth are located.

Amalgam Substance, containing Hg used to fill cavities in teeth.

Ankyloglossia Condition caused by a short, thick lingual frenulum.

Apical_foramen (2 W w/ s) Opening in the tooth root for nerves and blood vessels.

Autoclave Device used to sterilize items.

Bolus The ball of food which is swallowed after having been chewed.

Braces Devices applied to teeth to correct alignment.

Baby_Teeth (2 W w/ S) Also called milk teeth.

Buccal_surface (2 W w/ S) The inner surface of the mouth associated with the cheeks.

Buccinator_muscles (2 W w/ S) Muscle functions to compress the cheeks (e.g. to blow up a balloon).

Calculus Also called tartar.

Canines Also called cuspids.

Cementum Material the covers and protects the root of the tooth and anchors it to the periodontal ligament.

Cheeks Lateral walls of the oral cavity.

Chew Also known as mastication.

Dentin Mineralized matrix under the enamel and extending into the roots of teeth.

Dentures Also known as false teeth.

Depress To lower the mandible.

Enamel Crystals of densely packed calcium phosphate covering the crown of teeth.

Erupt Term used to describe the appearance of a tooth as it pushes through the gingiva.

Fauces Opening from the oral cavity into the oropharynx.

Gingiva Also known as the gums.

Hyoid_bone (2 W w/ S) The only bone in the body that does not articulate with another bone.

Hypoglossal_nerve (2 W w/ S) Cranial nerve XII.

Incisive_foramen (2 W w/ S) Opening for blood vessels and nerves in the anterior, mid-line portion of the palatal process of the maxilla.

Incisors Blade-shaped teeth (8) in the front of the mouth.

Inflammation First step in the body's immune response to infection. 

Lingual_frenulum Band of tissue that extends between the floor of the oral cavity and the inferior surface of the tongue.

Masseter_muscle (2 W w/ S) Important muscle used for chewing, located most in the cheek area.

Mental_foramen (2 W w/ S) Openings which for sensory nerves on the lateral, anterior surface of the mandible.

Nasopharynx Location of the pharyngeal tonsil.

Neck Region of the tooth in contact with the gums.

Palatine_tonsils (2 W w/ S) Lymphatic structures located on the lateral walls of the oropharynx.

Plaque Biofilm on teeth consisting of microorganisms and extracellular matrix.

Probes Devices (usually pointed) used to explore potential defects in the enamel.

Pulp_cavity (2 W w/ S) Vascular area of teeth below the dentin.

Ramus The vertical portion of the mandible that extends upward from the angle and contains an articulation process and a muscle attachment process.

Lips The first sphincter of the digestive tract.

Dental-Crown (2 W w/ S) A type of dental restoration that completely caps a tooth.

Parotid_glands (2 W w/ S) Salivary gland which is often visibly swollen when a person has the mumps.

Bib A paper or cloth covering that is put over the patient's neck and chest during dental procedures.

Wisdom_teeth (2 W w/ S) Smart teeth.

Mesial_surface (2 W w/ S) Surface between teeth that faces away from the last molar.

Gingivitis Inflammation of the gums.

Scaling Verb used to describe the removal of dental plaque.
